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Introduction
After winning the majority of seats
in the recent General Elections,
the PTI, and their leader Imran
Khan, did not waste any time in
presenting a vision for the future.
In their ‘100 days’ plan’ they
highlighted six major factors that
they would focus on, in order to fix
the many problems facing the
nation today. One of these provisions was the strengthening of the federation,
by promoting unity and equality amongst the center, and the four provinces of
the country.
Ever since its inception, Pakistan has struggled to effectively unite its
federating units into one cohesive and cooperative group, with the majority of
the blame for this state of affairs levelled at the hegemony enjoyed by Punjab,
especially in the center. Residents and political leaders belonging to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh and Balochistan accuse them of dominating government
institutions, the civil bureaucracy and the military high command, and using
this influence to ensure Punjab enjoys preferential treatment with regards to
the budget and resource allocation.
Over the years, these differences have become even more stark, especially
with the majority of the major political parties in the country increasingly
focusing their attention on Punjab, primarily due to its considerable share of
National Assembly seats. The creation of dams, the great contrasts in the
number of developmental initiatives in each province, and the polarizing
tenures of the predominantly Sindh-centric PPP and the Punjab-centric PMLN
have further exacerbated the widening gulf between the provinces.
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The PTI will have a hard time in rectifying the mistakes of the past and uniting
the country. However, they can start by resolving certain glaring issues in each
province, which could make their job a whole lot easier, and bring the
dissenting federating units closer together.
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National Finance Commission Award (NFC)

In 1971, Pakistan lost a part of itself, when the East section of the country
announced their independence and became Bangladesh. This was a huge blow
to the nation’s general populace, as well as the civil and military leadership,
none of whom had ever imagined that such a day would ever come to pass.
Not only had the Indian army been successful in mobilizing support in Dhaka,
and captured over eighty thousand prisoners of war, they had also highlighted
the vulnerabilities of the state of Pakistan.
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Most of the issues pertaining to the allocation of resources were traced back
to the ‘Raisman Award Program’ that was initiated under Liaquat Ali Khan in
the fifties, which controlled the percentage share being distributed amongst
the Center and the provinces (including East Pakistan). Surprisingly, this award
did not take in to account population numbers and growth while calculating
the share of each sector of the country, and as East Pakistan had a far larger
population than any of the other provinces combined, this put them at a
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When Zulfikar Ali Bhutto came to power, one of his first major moves was to
set up committees to draft a new constitution for the country, as well as to
look closely in to the major factors that led to the loss of East Pakistan. The
committee’s findings revealed what many in West Pakistan had known for a
long time, yet had refused to acknowledge; that there had been a clear divide
and an unequitable share of resources between the two parts of the country,
with the West enjoying a larger share of the resources and greater numbers in
the Center.
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disadvantage. They did not receive their fair share of the country’s wealth, nor
did they see equal representation in the government, armed forces or the civil
bureaucracy, and all these factors combined led to the marginalization of the
people living in this part of the country.
Bhutto was aware that there were considerable differences between the four
remaining provinces in the country, and that perhaps the Indian’s might
attempt to exploit these disparities in the future as well (as can be seen today
in Balochistan). So the NFC award was introduced in to the 1973 Constitution.
As per Article-160(1), ‘within six months of the commencing day and thereafter
at intervals not exceeding five years, the President shall constitute a National
Finance commission consisting of the Minister of Finance of the Federal
Government, the Ministers of Finance of the Provincial Governments, and such
other persons as may be appointed by the President, after consultation with
the Governors of the Provinces.
(2) It shall be the duty of the National Finance Commission to make
recommendations to the President as to: -
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The need for fiscal federalism was clear and the NFC award solved that
problem, along with integrating population numbers in to the equation as well.
This was a welcome move at the time, however, over the years the award has
been subject to controversy. While 82% of the distribution is still based on
population, the share for backwardness, poverty and revenue collection is only
set at 5%, 10.3% and 2.7%, respectively, and critics argue that these factors
should have been given preference or at least, be on par, with population.
According to the current award in place, Punjab has been allotted a 51.74%
share, with Sindh receiving 24.55%, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 14.62% and
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a) the distribution between the Federation and the Provinces of the net
proceeds of taxes (which today include income tax, sales tax, wealth
tax, capital gains tax, and custom duties tax);
b) the making of grants-in-aid by the Federal Government to the
Provincial Governments;
c) the exercise by the Federal Government and the Provincial
Governments of the borrowing powers conferred by the Constitution;
and
d) any other matter relating to finance referred to the Commission by the
President.’
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Baluchistan 9.09%, yet if the division was based on revenue collection for
example, then Sindh’s share would be almost three times Punjab’s share.
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Now the PTI government has announced its intentions to introduce the long
awaited 8th NFC Award in Pakistan’s history, yet already this process has begun
to face obstacles, primarily due to the IMF’s recent conditions regarding their
economic bailout plan for Pakistan. As a prerequisite for loaning the country
any more money, the IMF has asked that the share for the provinces be
reduced. The additional merger of KPK with FATA has also led the new PTI
government to announce an extra 3% of the NFC award to be diverted to the
newly shaped province, and this decision has also been criticized by both the
Sindh and Balochistan government. The PTI will have to iron out all of these
obstacles if they hope to avoid alienating the federating units of the country
any further.
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Balochistan

One of Pakistan’s most underdeveloped regions is Balochistan, and this has
been a point of indignation for its residents. Like East Pakistan before their
independence, there has been a steady rise in anti-state elements within the
province, as an increasing amount of people grew tired of being marginalized
by the center. The situation further deteriorated during the tenure of General
Pervez Musharraf, and the killing of powerful Baloch landlord Nawab Akbar
Khan Bugti, and it wasn’t till democratic institutions in the country were
restored that some semblance of peace was observed in the volatile region.
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Under these dubious conditions, it is absolutely imperative that the
government, especially at the center, needs to make sustainable efforts in
order to provide the local population with the basic amenities and rights that
they have been robbed of for so long, as well as ensure local participation in
the future growth and progress of the province. In this regard, CPEC and the
development of the city and port of Gwadar will be of paramount importance.
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Even though much progress has been made over the past few years, nationalist
factions still exist in Balochistan, and are willing to fight for the rights and
freedom of the people of this province for as long as it takes. Efforts at
reconciliation have traditionally been quite unproductive, and this is mostly
attributed to the contentious propaganda that is being spread by nefarious
forces on the East side of Pakistan’s border, who are alleged to have used
Afghan soil to fund and direct anti-state actors within the province to disrupt
the local polity. Extremist factions have also amped up efforts to use the
uncertainty prevalent in the area to their advantage, in order to drum up
enough support to launch terrorist attacks across the country, an example of
which was seen during the recent General Elections, in the form of the attacks
in Peshawar, Quetta and Mastung etc.
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The PTI, in their 100-day plan, highlighted the importance of the region as well.
They vowed to ‘Champion reconciliation in Balochistan’ and ‘Empower the
Balochistan government to launch and champion large-scale efforts for
political reconciliation’ as well as ‘Ensure significant local participation in
development projects; in particular, in the development of Gwadar’.
In his first official visit to the province after being confirmed as the new Prime
Minister of Pakistan, Imran Khan reiterated his party’s continued support for
the development of Balochistan, and told the newly appointed Chief Minister
of the province, Jam Kamal, “We will be there for you, whenever you need
[us]”.
He underlined the necessity of introducing a system of local government,
similar to the one being implemented in the KPK and Punjab, that would
improve governance and accountability across the board. He highlighted the
fact that the PTI had been the only party since 2008 that had managed to retain
its majority in the KPK, and that this was purely because they had delivered on
their promises, and improved basic living conditions for the residents of the
province. The main objective now was to introduce the same kind of policies
in Balochistan, citing the example of the policy to devolve power and funds to
local village councils in KPK.
Khan also lamented the long standing issue of terrorism that had been plaguing
Balochistan for quite some time, and the major brain drain that resulted
because of it. He promised to back promising individuals from the province and
ensure that reliable and competent workers utilized their gifts for the
prosperity of the region itself, instead of having to travel to other cities or
countries to fulfill their ambitions. The menace of corruption was emphasized
as well, and the debilitating effect it had had on the livelihood of the local
population and state institutions. Finally, he also promised to look in to
building a cancer research hospital in Balochistan, as currently there is none in
the entire province, and many residents are forced to travel to Karachi or
Lahore to get treatment for their disease.
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In the end, as per a statement from the ISPR, the “Prime Minister said that
through a comprehensive national effort, cooperation between federal and
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One of the major points of discussion were centered on CPEC and the great
opportunities it created for the region. Imran especially highlighted the
benefits of the Kachhi Canal, which comes under the umbrella of CPEC and is
the longest canal in Pakistan, that will help irrigate over 800,000 acres of
agricultural land in the province.
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provincial governments and the assistance of the army, we shall realize the
true potential of Balochistan. He said that only a cohesive national effort shall,
God willing, take the provinces and the country to a destination of peace,
progress and prosperity”.
In this context, what is important to remember is that at the moment, most of
the policies directed at Balochistan do not seem to have been implemented as
yet, and are only talk at the moment. While the development of CPEC has been
underway for quite some time, except for its obvious advantages for the city
of Gwadar, it does not seem to promise much for the rest of the province, and
herein lies the biggest issue that needs to be resolved.
With a new dam being built, the people of Balochistan are already wary that
their depleting water sources are going to get even more worn-out than
before, and with CPEC, the consensus seems to be the same; that it is a project
that will benefit other regions of the country more, while using resources
based in Balochistan, similar to the way Sui gas has been used in the past.
At the moment, there does seem to be a china-centric drive ongoing in the
region, with the Chief Minister recently announcing a plan to introduce
Mandarin in to the local school curriculum up to the Metric level, while he also
promised to introduce a quota system with regards to jobs related to CPEC.
This would ensure that no matter which project, a specific percentage of
workers will always be from within the province. However, more needs to be
done to satiate the suspicions of the Balochi people, and to resolve the long
standing trust deficit between the locals and the rest of the country.
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This positive move was appreciated by people across the land, particularly
Commander of the Southern Command, Lt Gen Asim Saleem Bajwa, who
implored Baloch militants to give up arms and stop fighting against the state,
and instead enter in to the mainstream to fight their battles within the writ of
the law. He went on to say that “We are ready to provide them skill training so
they could play their role in developing Pakistan” and that “We have to get
united to foil conspiracies of enemies against Pakistan”.
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The recent elections proved to be quite productive in this regard, and were
lauded around Balochistan, as several local parties managed to secure a
number of seats from the province, and this was seen as a turning point, where
finally the voices of the disenfranchised Balochis would finally be heard. This
prompted over 250 Baloch militants to hand in their weapons and promise to
serve Pakistan in the future, as well as to refrain from any anti-state activities
from there on out.
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Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

In their 100-day plan, the PTI, with regards to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, plan to
empower the province by focusing on the integration of the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) in to the territory. Their main goal is to
“Expedite legislation on FATA’s integration with KPK, launch a Mega FATA
Development Plan and begin the process of extending all laws to the tribal
areas”.
Imran Khan has long talked about the importance of integrating KPK and FATA,
and only last year reasoned that “If we (Pakistanis) want to reap the benefits
from Operation Zarb-i-Azb and National Action Plan, it is essential to merge
Fata (with KPK)” and that “The war in the last 10 years had left the tribal area
in ruins. The region is massively underdeveloped and needs to be integrated in
the mainstream”. He added that if this move was a success, then “terrorism
from Fata, that has been infiltrating into settled areas, can finally be curbed”.
Khan also highlighted the importance of speeding up the process of integration
that had been going on, in some form or the other, since the country’s
independence over seventy years ago. He warned that “Further delay in the
merger process would allow terrorism to take roots in the vacuum that
currently exists in the region” and its repercussions would be felt across
Pakistan.
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There have been numerous committees and government agencies that have
deigned to formulate a long lasting strategy for the integration of FATA with
KPK. Since 1976 alone, there have been over fifteen such attempts, and even
though each led to an increased role for the center in the region, none of these
efforts could quite solve the many issues facing FATA.
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It was clear that only full integration with KPK was the only comprehensive
solution available to the government, and thus, after years of hard work, and
considerable debate amongst the tribal and political leaders from the area, the
25th Amendment to the Constitution was approved by the Pakistan Parliament
and the KPK Provincial Assembly, in May 2018. The Frontier Crimes Regulation
(FCR) was replaced with the FATA Interim Governance Regulation, 2018, which
placed control of the region under the offices of the President, until the merger
with KPK is complete.
Originally FCR had been introduced at the turn of the century by the British
government to control the buffer zone between the KPK and Afghanistan, that
came to be known as FATA. This rule was then continued by the Pakistan
government, and applied to the regions of Gilgit and Kashmir as well. Through
these laws, the residents of these areas were robbed of their basic rights as
citizens of the country and this added to their general disdain for the Pakistan
state itself. These sentiments were later said to have been exploited by
extremist factions, who used this area as a springboard for launching attacks
on Pakistan and Afghanistan.
While the 25th Amendment was passed under the tenure of the PML-N, they
did not have much time before the elections to make any real progress in this
regard. As a result, it was left up to the new PTI government to resolve all
obstacles related to the unification of KPK and FATA, as well as to expedite the
process in any way they could.
Soon after coming to power, Imran Khan announced the creation of a new task
force, led by the adviser to the Prime Minister on Establishment, Mohammad
Shahzad Arbab, whose job it will be to streamline the process of integration.
Members of the taskforce would also include KPK Chief Minister Mahmood
Khan, KPK Governor Shah Farman and former KPK federal secretary Habibullah
Khattak, while the Ministry of States and Frontier Regions (SAFRON) secretary
Muhammad Aslam would serve as the secretary for the group.
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The taskforce will also have to determine the best course of action for the
integration of administrative roles on both sides, with the FATA secretariat
expected to hand over power to their counterparts in the KPK. There have also
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The success or failure of the taskforce in completing its mandate will eventually
determine the success or failure of the unification of FATA and KPK, as well as
in helping allay the fears of the tribal citizens who are worried that their
subjugation and negative profiling will continue, even under the new
government in charge.
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been reports of the KPK provincial government taking control of various assets
under the control of the FATA government, including Khyber House in
Peshawar that has been serving as the office and residence of the deputy
commissioner for the Khyber tribal district, Fata House in Islamabad that is
used as a guesthouse, and the century-old Governor’s Cottage in Parachinar,
in the Khurram tribal district.
The powers of the FATA secretariat, and their use or scope in the future, are
of utmost importance and need to be resolved, before a new Annual
Development Plan (ADP) can be introduced. Bureaucrats need to be integrated
in to the existing civil structure in place in the KPK, and use their experience
and knowledge of the tribal regions to facilitate the merger process.
Another issue is that of the, almost, 40,000 strong Khasadar Forces that have
been deployed in the region for decades, and who have been central in
providing protection for the people of the seven former tribal agencies and six
frontier regions that made up FATA. These forces, while ill-equipped, did serve
an important role in the upkeep of security in the region, and it is still to be
determined whether their services will be retained, they will be integrated in
to the KPK Police force, or if they will be disbanded. According to one former
MNA from Bajaur, Shahabuddin Khan, “We have already recommended the
adjustment for personnel of Khasadar forces in Levies forces, who fulfil the
education and physical fitness criteria. The aged and illiterate may be sent on
voluntary retirement through a golden hand-shake policy.”
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While it is apparent that there is still a long way to go before there is any
progress made in the KPK- FATA merger, the PTI do seem to be doing a
respectable job in this case. This merger has been under consideration for
years, yet several successive governments have failed to make any progress in
this regard, even under dictatorial regimes. The integration of these two
important regions is an absolute necessity, in order for Pakistan to truly reap
the benefits of military operations like Zarb-i-Azb etc., that finally managed to
limit the influence of the many extremist factions that dared to make this
region the central location for their war. Now that the process is finally
underway, there is hope that the people of the area, who had to face racism,
and alienation from other parts of the country, will finally know what it feels
like to be citizens of Pakistan.
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Sindh

Sindh is the second most populous province in Pakistan, and its most financially
productive state as well. Much of this progress has been made due to the
growing business market in Karachi and Hyderabad, however, most of the rest
of the province has not been faring as well as its two major cities. While most
of the blame is directed at Punjab, and its monopoly over the civil and military
leadership, there are several other factors that have been impeding growth in
the region for the past few years.
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The biggest problem dividing the Sindhi population at the moment is water
scarcity. While this is an issue that has plagued the whole country, and is
expected to be an even bigger hassle in the future, it has affected Sindh
especially severely, considering the large number of communities that
depended on the Indus River for their survival. Countless fisheries and villages
are located on the banks of the river, with residents relying on it for food and
clean water, as well as for irrigation and animal feed. As water levels keep
receding, the effect on the ecology of Sindh, particularly in the Indus Basin and
Thar area, has been absolutely disastrous.
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Yet, it is unfortunate that in their 100-day plan, the PTI fails to even mention
the deplorable conditions in rural Sindh, and instead focuses entirely on
Karachi’s many issues. In their manifesto they vow to “Begin transforming
Karachi” and to “Launch a transformation plan for Karachi prioritizing
governance, security, housing and infrastructure, mass transit, solid waste
management and a clean drinking water plan”. While it is true that Karachi is
in dire need of stability and reformation, the problems facing the rest of the
province cannot be ignored either.
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Thar is currently going through a drought and a famine, brought on by a lack
of rainfall that can be attributed to Climate Change. As the region failed to
receive adequate rainfall, the local farmers could not water their crops,
resulting in smaller crop yields, and in many cases, completely barren fields.
This has led to an acute food shortage in the area, while people from many
villages have to travel hours every day in order to get access to clean drinking
water. This situation has forced many settlements to move to other, more
fertile, areas, and leave their age old homes behind.
Children in the Thar region have been affected the most due to the ongoing
circumstances. Malnutrition is a common malady, and has caused other
developmental issues as well, along with disease and death. Almost 2000
children have died in the past four years, with over 500 deaths already in 2018
alone. The Sindh government recently launched a program to provide
struggling families with rations of food, yet more work is needed to pull the
desperate people of this region out of the appalling living conditions they find
themselves in today.
Further down river, the Indus Basin has been experiencing the adverse effects
of water scarcity as well, especially its great Mangrove forests. Since 1976,
Sindh has lost an estimated eighty percent of all its forest cover, with only
about 2% of the province covered with forests today. Not only has this caused
greater soil erosion and coastal flooding, but has been directly responsible for
the spate of heat waves affecting Karachi over the past few years. This has not
only led to deaths, but has led to water encroachment from the sea as well,
threatening the very survival of the many communities living on the coast.
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While the people of rural Sindh, particularly the population of Thar, may not
have a voice to highlight their many concerns or may not contribute as much
to the business sector as Karachi, they are also residents of Sindh and this

13

One concern that has been raised recently is the theft of water in the province.
This problem was highlighted by the Federal Minister for Water Resources,
Faisal Vawda, who accused the Sindh government of ignoring the people
responsible for these thefts, and warned that “if the Sindh government failed
to stop water theft from the Hub canal in Karachi” then he would be forced to
cut Sindh water supply till the issue was resolved. He further stated that “I am
giving two weeks to the Sindh government to stop the theft” and that “We will
have to do arm-twisting of Sindh government if they fail to take action.” When
asked what he meant by the term ‘arm-twisting’, he replied that “when
electricity bill is not paid, the connection is cut off. But we won’t cut the water
supply; however, the tap can be slowed”.
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country, and the PTI would be wise to remember their plight, if they truly plan
on bringing Pakistan closer together. Divisions within the various federating
units in Pakistan are no better than the differences amongst them.
Developmental efforts need to be made across the board, not only in terms of
water supply, but in the education and medical sectors as well. Only then can
the residents of these areas truly feel equal to the rest of the country.
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Punjab

Even though there were considerable problems to tackle in the other provinces
of Pakistan to satiate their feel feelings of alienation, Punjab has generally
been the recipient of special attention from almost every government in the
past, and has benefitted from the NFC Award as well, due to its considerable
population. In fact, for the PTI, bringing the federations closer meant taking
away some of the privileges that Punjab has enjoyed for so long, in favor of
other less developed areas, and dividing the province itself in to smaller
federating units so as to make its governance much easier and more equitable,
when compared to the other provinces.
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On October 22, Chief Minister Usman Buzdar constituted a 12-member
executive council for the creation of a South Punjab province. According to
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi “Recommendations of the council
will be put before the opposition and we request them to rise above politics
and make decisions based on needs of the people”.
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In their 100-day plan, the PTI outlined their proposal to “Spearhead creation
of a South Punjab province along administrative lines”, and to “create a
national consensus on the creation of a South Punjab province with the
objective to lift 35 million people out of poverty, as well as to create an
administrative balance between Pakistan’s federating units”. It seems, in order
to minimize the substantial influence wielded by Punjab, Imran Khan plans on
separating the developed Northern side of Punjab, with the significantly less
developed Southern region. In this way, the division in population will have a
direct impact on the share of the NFC Award enjoyed by the provincial
government, as well as lead to a more evenhanded distribution of resources
all across the region.
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As per a statement released by Secretary to Chief Minister (Coordination), Dr.
Muhammad Shoaib Akbar “The council shall seek institutional support,
information and expert advice from all through any provincial department,
public sector organization or local government in the Punjab. The council shall
have its office at the Chief Minister’s office, which shall be responsible for
provision of necessary support to the council as and when required. In view of
the forgoing, it is requested that further necessary action(s) in the matter,
including notification of the aforementioned council, may kindly be taken”.
The council would contain several prominent political leaders, including
Punjab Assembly Deputy Speaker Sardar Dost Muhammad Khan Mazari,
Minister for Food Samiullah Chaudhry, MPAs Sahibzada Ghazain Abbasi, Syed
Ali Abbas Shah, Sardar Shahabuddin Khan Seehar, Sardar Javed Akhtar Khan
Lund and Nawabzada Mansoor Ahmed Khan, former MPA Mina Ehsan Leghari,
agriculturalist Sardar Ali Raza Dareshak and three former civil bureaucrats,
including Anwar Ahmed Khan and Javed Iqbal Awan. Athar Hussain Khan is the
secretary of the council while former MNA, Chaudhry Tahir Bashir Cheema, is
the chairman of the council.
The council has been given a very important task, and for them to formulate
effective strategies for the future division of Punjab, they will have to look at
the issue from all angles. One of their first major steps was to propose that a
new South Punjab secretariat be created under an additional Chief Secretary,
which could be located in any of the major cities in the area, like Multan or
Bahawalpur. This would help in facilitating the process of creating a new
province, as it can be a huge hassle and can take a long time, due to the
procedures outlined in the constitution.
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Then there is the case of the number of Senators from each province. In order
to minimize the many differences between Pakistan’s federating units, the
number of people elected to the Senate are supposed to be equal, yet the
creation of a new South Punjab province will pose an interesting dilemma. Will
the new province be allowed to have their own senators, in which case the
total representatives from Punjab in the Senate will be more than any other
province, or will the current senators be divided amongst the two new units,
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Creating a new province is quite complicated, and in the case of South Punjab,
the PTI is expected to face quite a few problems that will require creative
resolutions. First, the PTI will require a two thirds majority in the National
Assembly, the Senate and the Punjab Assembly, in order for them to create a
new state. However, this will be extremely problematic, as they do not have
the required number of seats to consider this move.

PTI-STRENGTHENING THE FEDERATION
Spearhead Report

in which case this would severely limit Punjab’s say in the Senate? Something
for Imran Khan to ponder on.
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There are several more issues that could come to light, once the process of a
new South Punjab province gets underway. The PMLN will obviously have a lot
to say in this regard, while the additional arguments related to making new
provinces in Sindh and Balochistan will also have their supporters and
detractors, mainly the PPP. For the moment, the actual creation of a new
province seems to be a long way off, and may even take the PTI their entire
tenure to accomplish. For the time being, they are instead focusing on poverty
alleviation programs in the area, as well as introducing a safe city project, that
is slated to be launched in Multan, DG Khan, and Bahawalpur.
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Conclusion

The PTI deserve to be commended for highlighting a problem that has faced
Pakistan for most of its history; the great divide between the four main
federating units in the country. This has been an issue that has flared up in the
past, resulting in the loss of East Pakistan, and seems to be threatening to flare
up again soon, unless something is done to reduce the many differences
between the provinces. The best way to achieve true unity, is to be truly equal,
especially when it comes to the distribution of resources. In this regard, the
new NFC Award will play a crucial role in the way each federation views the
other, with problems already arising over the proposed extra 3% being
awarded to KPK, keeping in light its merger with FATA. Ultimately, the
government in the center needs to ensure that each major decision is taken
with the express input of each provincial government, and that there is clear
accountability and sincerity when division of resources takes place, instead of
the previous system based on preferential treatment and prejudice. Only then
can the unity between the federating units be strengthened for years to come.
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Political stability and economic viability can go a long way in giving all provinces
and people a stake in the country thereby increasing unity and cohesion at the
national level. Peripheral centrifugal forces with links across borders will also
get sidelined as the internal environment gets strengthened. Good governance
that focusses on the accountability and competence of the present
government is far more important than a blame game that dredges up past
events
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