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Abstract

“Rule the Punjabis, intimidate the Sindhis, buy the Pashtun and honour the Baloch”
For the colonial master a delicate balance between resource exploitation and smooth
governance was the fundamental motive. Must we assume that this mindset has seeped into
the governmentality of Islamabad? And if it has worked: are these provinces in some way
reflective of stereotypes strong enough to be regarded as separate nations?
These stereotypes are reflective of the structural relationships in these societies and have been
discovered, analyzed and, at times, exploited. In the Baloch case the exploitation seems to have
become more apparent because this province has been left in the waiting room of history
through the prisms of social, political and economic evolution. Balochistan’s turmoil is a product
of factors that this report will address. Looking into the current snapshot, and stakeholders
today, the report will explain present in the context of a past that media, political parties and
other stakeholders are neglecting.
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Introduction:
On 17 February 2012 the United States Congress, under guidance of a Pakistani human rights
activist Ali Dayan (head of Human Rights Watch Pakistan), tabled a bill that supported Baloch
Independence.
“The Balochis, like other nations of people, have an innate right to self-determination,” echoed
Rep-Rohrabacher’s voice in the House of Representatives. “The political and ethnic
discrimination they suffer is tragic and made more so because America is financing and selling
arms to their oppressors in Islamabad.”
Although the bill was never passed, it took Islamabad weeks to gather her displaced self esteem
and sense of sovereignty, and it left Balochistan at the zenith of local politics and international
intervention. Political parties standing in the opposition have tailored their campaigns around
the needs of their Baloch brethren. The Supreme Court has finally stepped in to address the ongoing issue of missing persons and alleged involvement of FC troops to keep militant
organizations, like the Baloch Liberation Army, under the federal thumb.

Figure 1: Dahna Rohrabacher addressing the US Congress

These militant groups that have escalated exponentially since 2000 have mostly adopted a
‘Leftist’ ideology, claiming to secure the rights and aspirations of the Baloch masses. However
the rigid Sardari Nizam as the epicenter of Balochistan’s political existence speaks against any
tall claims of a movement originating from the grass-root level.
However this very backwardness on the economic and social fronts, disproportionate army
influence in the province, along with a history of friction with the centre since 1948, combine to
make the case for Independence stronger.
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On 14 September 2012, only months after the US Congress proposed formally adopting
Balochistan, the United Nations sent a four member delegation in response to a call from
Baloch political and militant groups. While the Chief Justice refused to even meet the
delegation, viewing the act as unnecessary and borderline insulting, the political establishment
decided to welcome the team and ‘play along’. The Nationalists on the other hand were
celebrating the UN as saviors.
Simultaneously on 27 September, 2012 Sardar Akhtar Mengal, former CM of the province,
returned from three years of self-imposed exile with a proposal uncannily similar to Sheikh
Mujib-ur-Rehman’s final attempt at negotiation with the Western wing in 1966. Mengal’s
come-back in principal fails to justify this resemblance to the East Pakistani case as he is not
representative of the people the way the Awami League was of East Pakistan 1. But for the time
being his strategy has proven fruitful, as opposition parties like PML-N, PTI and the media
combined have assumed an apologetic posture.
The foremost priority of policy makers, human rights groups and the voter must be to identify
Balochistan’s current situation as a product of its geographical reality and historical
experiences. If the BLA, Baloch landlords and politicians are not representing the interests of
the Baloch people, supporting this cause will only take the masses further away from political
emancipation.
Another important question being neglected is that of state sovereignty and nationhood. When
does an ethnic group become large enough and oppressed enough for a state’s sovereignty to
be compromised for? When does ‘rebellion’ become ‘revolution’?
After developing an understanding of the Baloch mindset, in terms of societal structure, this
paper will challenge the perception that Baloch cause is actually a call for Liberation. Rather it
may just be another tool for further subjugation of the masses.

1

Awami League returned in the 1970 election with a clear majority in East Pakistan, winning 160 out of the total of
300 seats in the National Assembly. In East Bengal, the Awami League won all but two seats, taking 160 out of the
162 seats contested. On the other hand the Pakistan People’s Party under Bhutto secured only 81 seats in the
National Assembly.

8|Page

Evolution of Economic and Tribal Systems:
Balochistan has a rugged terrain, comprising mainly deserts2. The land through centuries was
never seen fit for settling, the way Punjab’s plain areas were.
The Baloch terrain supported a rustic, semi-nomadic way of life, with small communities spread
out over a vast space of arid land; haphazard, disconnected and isolated from one another.
Tribal structure evolved amidst this disconnect, and a highly factionalized elite who provided
water and other crucial resources in return for agricultural surplus from the ‘lesser’ peasants.
This relationship solidified to create fixed hierarchies, where the recipients of tribute gained a
status of power and ownership while the hardworking peasants filled the lower strata of the
hamlets. The relationship of exploitation formed the basis of polity, and was fluid in terms of
allegiance as opposed to territorial integration.

Figure 2: Balochistan's rugged terrain, Makran Coast.

Thus the Baloch tribes formed on the basis of a semi-nomadic agricultural economy, where
scant resources made security arrangement for each tribe vital to protect them from their
2

See page 28 for Pakistan’s terrain map.
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competitor tribes. The lords, who provided irrigation networks, soon became the strong elite
and another class who had taken upon their shoulders the protection of the peasantry and the
means of production, demanding in return unconditional loyalty.
The ‘elite’ and the ‘protector’ mindsets in the Baloch microcosm continue to exist. The constant
need for protection from the outside world, and a sense of reverence towards the protector, is
part of the Baloch historical experience, and has become engrained in the Baloch psyche. Over
the course of time the elite imagined a genealogy and accordingly identity of a ‘shared’ social
experience. In reality small tribal pockets, secluded and detached, shared the need to hold
daggers at one another. The seedling of Baloch tribal setup rests upon a fragile mesh of
economic linkages of similar (not shared) economic and social experiences. The concepts of
livelihood, tribute, incessant security threat, have created a group of societies that feel
threatened by Globalization and Capitalism.
The Baloch economic experience enables us to understand the loopholes in the imagined
collective Baloch identity. Today, the loyalties of the Baloch towards the BLA come as a
historical and psychological obligation. Fear of Capitalism, and the Centre, as oppressive and
exploitative is at the heart of the BLA movement and the Baloch nationalist cause.

Ethnic Composition:
Balochistan consists of mainly Brahuis, Baloch, Pashtoons and some Punjabis, Sindhis Hazara
including other minorities.
Archaeological evidence has revealed presence of Brahuis as far back as 6000 BCE. Brahuis, the
Dravidian stock, lived during the Mehrgarh civilization around 6000 B.C3. Their descendants
continue to live in the region and have a dialect distinct from any other in the expanse. With
Balochistan under Cyrus’s Zoroastrian fold in 560 BCE, the next biggest event for the region was
the Advent of Islam when Muhammad bin Qasim’s armies marched through to conquer Sind.
The arrival of the Baloch, as we know them today was only witnessed in 1225 AD. Baloch are
immigrants from post Chengez Khan's diaspora starting around 1240-1400 AD. Baloch did not
3

Mehrgarh is a Neolithic (7000-3200 BC) site on the Kachi plain of Baluchistan, Pakistan, and one of
the earliest sites with evidence of farming (wheat and barley) and herding (cattle, sheep and goats) in
south Asia.
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stop in this arid, non productive land (now called Balochistan). They kept travelling towards
greener pastures of Sind and Punjab. Today there are more Baloch in Sind and Punjab than in
Balochistan itself. The Brahuis through inter-marriages now claim to be Baloch as well. Khan of
Kalat, and Mengals are the more prominent among many Brahuis who claim to be Baloch.
Till last year, the estimated population of the province was approximately 8 million. Out of
these the registered Balochi speaking people were 5.5 million while 1 million were settlers and
Hazaras and rest were Pashtuns. However, Balochi speaking included, Brahuis, , Kurds, Jamalis,
Sindhis, Makrani Negroid stock, Pashtuns living in Baloch/Brahui areas and Sindhis living south
of Sibi till Jacobabad and in Bella. Balochi truly are not more than 3 million. This year the
government figures released state a total population of 11.7 million out of which Pashtuns are
now 6.7 million. Such varying statistics are a consequence of the high stakes attached to them;
hence different groups try and influence the ‘definitions’.
Ethnic distribution is geographically determined4. Baloch and Brahui occupy the South, East,
West and North West belt, encircling the Brahui (settled in Central Balochistan) while Pashtuns
form the majority in the Northern half of the province. The Capital of the province enjoys a
Pashtun majority with Sindi, Baloch and Hazara minorities. Apart from the Pashtun’s who share
half the Baloch’s resources, the province also accommodates almost 800,000 Afghan refugees
in its already constricted economic avenues.
Balochistan’s ethnic conflict has undeniably come in the way of effective policy enforcement.

4

See page 13 for ethnic distribution map.
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History of Divide and Rule:
Balochistan’s current status as a permanent feature of Pakistan’s peripheries needs to be
questioned. In light of the ‘Balochistan’ that Pakistan inherited in 1947, the role of Baloch
political and landed elite and the ever existing conflict between Baloch tribes and other ethnic
elements must be understood. Balochistan, spread over an area of 222,000 square miles
(approximately 43% of Pakistan’s total land mass) historically served as the safe haven for the
displaced during the Afghan, Mughal and Mongol occupations to Delhi. The Baloch territory, by
the Persians, Afghans and Mughals alike was administered by the divide and rule strategy, while
its boundaries were tampered with by these very dominant empires that encircled it. A great
Pashtun population in Balochistan today is explained by the sixteenth century Pashtun
Diaspora, and a geographical relocation under the Baloch Diaspora marked by mass migrations
of Baloch tribes towards the South and West of the province. During colonial era, British law
enforcement was superficial, while treating Balochistan as a buffer zone, of little geographic or
economic significance, the hollow essentialism practiced by the British Raj in the region only
resulted in further isolation of the minor chiefdoms. Continuous re-location of tribes came in
the way of political party and party politics development.
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Colonial impact and Kalat State:
Colonial Balochistan comprised of the Kalat State, British Balochistan (of predominantly
Pashtun areas) and land that the British had leased from Kalat5.

In 1947 tribal hamlets opted for Pakistan. The Khan of Kalat on the other hand, who shared the
same independent relations with the British government as India and Nepal, pushed for the
right to Independence. However after enjoying nine months of illegal Independence, with no
such mandate by the British who had left the matter in Pakistan’s hands, the Kingdom
succumbed to the pressure of Pakistani government on 27 March 1948. Even today hundreds of
Baloch hit the streets on 27 March every year to mourn the province’s forced occupation.
The Baloch Liberation Army is pounding Islamabad and appealing to the global community for
Baloch people’s right to self determination, it forgets that it was only the Kingdom of Kalat, not
the Raisanis, Bugtis or Marris (the three dominant Baloch tribes), nor the hamlets that chose
independence at that point. The façade of a united Baloch liberation effort can therefore be
5

Map of Balochistan under British domination
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questioned by historical evidence. Secondly, even if the Baloch had at that point collectively
demanded partition, so had factions in Sindh, NWFP (now Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) and Bengal at
that point. Must the Pakistani state apparatus have given in to the demands of secession of all
these ethnic groups?
At some point pre-partition the Khan of Kalat had attempted to secure a position as tribal head
of all the Baloch tribes, and give birth, under the banner of unity to a ‘Baloch nation’. However
the Khan’s attempts failed and even within his tribe, the confusion in political leadership
surfaced yet again as his brother led an armed group into Afghanistan in protest to his brother’s
decision to accede to Pakistan in 1948.
Class conflict, diverging class interests and the irrelevance of the ‘Socialist’ claims of the Baloch
separatists will be the themes to analyze the case for Baloch separatism. The fact that it fails to
cross a certain bearable temperature, makes it seem fine tuned, controlled, and perhaps mostly
‘created’.
With political rhetoric skewing towards the ruthlessness and injustice of the federal structure
(including Islamabad and the Pakistan Army) it is vital to peel the layers one by one and
understand the components of the complex state of affairs. Firstly we must understand the
validity of Baloch national identity as separate. Then if that condition holds true, we need to
identify the jargon of ethnicities, which are lawfully or unlawfully there. And most importantly:
who all must get what share of the pie?
Balochistan on the Peripheries:
Since the partition of United India between the Hindu dominated and Muslim dominated
contingents that gave rise to Pakistan, the state machinery of Pakistan has continued to act
much in the same fashion as the previous colonial rulers. What was at the centre of economic
development remained and the relatively sidelined provinces continued to occupy the
peripheries. Having inherited the colonial state apparatus, and with Balochistan relatively
isolated in terms of geographical location, human development, and infrastructure, Islamabad
was more or less as ‘alien’ to the Baloch in a manner similar to the British Raj. The province,
responsible for some 40% of the country’s gas production6, has seen little share in
6- See page 38 for Mineral Map.
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development, mainly due to its smaller population and disproportionately smaller political
clout.
From the economic policies of Ayub Khan, to even those of leftist leaders such as Bhutto, the
economic model followed by the Pakistani state has been what is now widely referred to as
neo-liberal accumulation. A process which left the locals feel deprived of their rightful
ownership in the income generated from their resources, especially when coupled with the fact
that most of the development carried out by the state during this time was centred within and
around Punjab.
For the Baloch, relative isolation has hampered political development, a strong and
independent populace that challenges the ruling elite, and an economy that runs as a whole so
as to create inter-tribe bonds and trans-tribe identities is practically non-existent. In such an
ambiance Pakistan’s ‘centre’ and its discrimination cannot be assumed based on the current
picture, rather on the initiatives that have been taken.

Baloch Nationalists:
Theoretically there are two possible explanations for the insurgency that is currently raging in
the province.
The first is that, as claimed by the leaders of the rebelling forces, this indeed is a nationalistic
movement comprising of a group that is identified as a separated ethnic group demanding the
right to self-determination (or at least, more ownerships in the jobs created in their province).
For this explanation to hold, we will have to look into who exactly is fighting the insurgency,
and how legitimate is their right to nationhood.
The Marxist definition of nation, initially defined by Stalin as ‘historically evolved, stable
community of language, territory, economic life, and psychological make-up, manifested in a
community of culture’ (Feroz Ahmed, Class and State in Pakistan), simply put makes language,
territory and a shared economic experience the main factors. A group of people, with the same
language, in a defined geography, who arrived at the same point in the economic spectrum
together, and share what could be called a culture, can be seen to be the components of one
nation. Later definitions by Marxist scholars, proposed in a more ‘global’ world, placed more
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emphasis on language and relegated the importance of location or geography. Using the initial
definition creates some problems. The geographical area that the rebelling leaders identify as
encasing the Baloch identity, if it is limited to the province of Balochistan, contains many
different groups of people. Though most of them would identify themselves as being Baloch,
and strongly so, there are too many differences among the groups. Firstly, the dialects of
Balochi spoken by the groups differ. They are spread out over too vast an area, and more
importantly, it is highly questionable to claim that they share or are part of the same economic
life; whereas in fact they do not even share the same economy.
Later Marxist scholars, as mentioned earlier, placed more emphasis on language than on
geography. Here too lie a few more problems. Firstly, if we were to take the different Baluchi
dialects and clump them together into one language, it would still not be a big enough group.
Baluchi would come 5th, after Siraiki, in terms of ethnicities determined by languages according
to the government of Pakistan (1981 census). But more pressingly, there is a large population of
ethnic Pukhtoons within Balochistan. Generally, these are divided into two groups, the first is
Pukhtoons from the Khyber Pukhtoonkhwa province, who migrated mostly to Quetta, and the
second would be Pukhtoon immigrants from Afghanistan who are popularly refered to as
Mohajir by the first group. If we were to take the same definition of ethnicity that places more
emphasis on language, this would allow these two groups to be merged into one ethnic group,
whose size could be big enough to rival the claims of the Baluch (the total number of ‘Mohajir’
is unknown since these are illegal refugees from Afghanistan). In such a case, the right of the
Baluch nationalist movement over the province of Baluchistan would also automatically
translate into the right to rule or exile the Pukhtoon ethnicity within the province.
Competing Identities:
Competition between ethnic groups has taken place when one group happens to be a migrant
community. Weiner explains this phenomenon of perceived dominance[i] of migrant groups
that plays with the native’s sentiments. Indigenous populations then weigh the migrants in
terms of the economic opportunity cost of providing the migrants food, shelter and a share of
the resources. In such circumstances ‘territory’ is used to legitimize right over jobs and rapid
educational development creates a middle class that qualifies for jobs already occupied by the
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migrant community. This theory can apply to the Punjabis in Balochistan, but can it really build
a case for Baloch Liberation from all other migrant communities? These migrant communities
have been integrated and have created the milieu for job creation and a relatively dynamic
economy, especially in the provincial Capital, Quetta.
If we were to even define the groups that would fall under the banner of the Baluch identity,
would this help the cause of the nationalists, or would this actually identify the claims of the
Pakhtoon population of Baluchistan over the rights that the Baluch nationalists would want to
secure solely for the Baluch, excluding other groups from the province. The Baloch comprise
only 50% of Balochistan’s population, and in a dynamic globalized world, where societies are on
the go, must modern nation states fight over their birth rights over the resources. Here one
should draw a line between legal and illegal outsiders. The Pashtun population is largely owed
to the Pashtun Diaspora in the 16th century. Apart from the 796,000 refugees it is as much
‘home’ as it is to the Baloch and Brahuis in the province. Then increasing quotas will only serve
to reduce the rightful 50% Pashtuns to a minority. As far as the natural resources are
concerned, it is not the Baloch people, but the elite that control these.
Role of the State:
This brings us to the second explanation: that this is a class struggle between the landlords and
bureaucrats of the centre, who are generally the ones with the most amount of capital, and the
poor workers and locals of Baluchistan. For this too, we must identify if the bureaucrats and the
landlords of Punjab qualify enough to be labelled capitalists. But even beyond that, for this
theory to hold, there must be an absence of such groups within the local Baluch populace.
Poverty has been a prevalent issue in the Baluchistan province from the start. But it could be,
that more than this, it is the treatment of the province by the state, which continued the
colonial policies of the previous British rulers, which created a centre-periphery or north-south
relationship between the Islamabad and the province, that can explain the current militant
movement.
The state, as a general formula remains the provider of distributor of resources. For a multiethnic state, the decision of grain and resource distribution has the ethnic politics, and
competition, where each defined group wants more at the expense of another group. The
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desperation of securing as much as possible and competing against others forces them to
solidify their identities and create a stronger sense of ‘suffering’ when other strategies fall
short. Delving into the nature of the Pakistani state, the number of ethnic classes and their
relation with the centre and with one another requires in depth exploration of their respective
narratives. But for the Baloch puzzle, we have already looked into the ethnic divide and the
‘identity’ facade, what’s left is the ‘oppressor’s’ contribution to their suffering.
The Bourgeoisie and landed class form one such potentially oppressive apparatus and the
bureaucracy and military, all wielders of state apparatus. Pakistan can be broadly understood as
a neo-colonial state that is subservient to the international players, weak in its bargaining
position on the global front, this state is detached from the society due to lack of ground level
politics and weak civil society, the extent to which the structure can be tilted in one’s favour is
immense. There, most importantly remains a huge disconnect between state and society.
Questioning ‘Marxist’ Claims:
Analysts have quoted the movement to be heavily influenced by Secular and Marxist elements
7

. The Baloch Nationalist parties define themselves as ‘democratic socialists’ who by definition

would fight elitism, poverty, and subjugation of the working class remaining in the democratic
framework. However the nature of Baluchi politics, with ethnic and sectarian violence on the
forefront, is without doubt right wing. Communism aspires towards a classless, stateless
society. According to Marx for the Communist Revolution to be successful, Capitalism needs to
have taken its toll on the population. How is it that the Baloch Liberation Army can bring Leftist
ideas to a population that hasn’t even experienced Capitalism? As an excuse to protect
Balochistan’s resources and Balochis from non-Baloch, the Sardars and the separatist elements
have created an environment hostile towards Capitalism. How can the Baloch Liberation Army,
and the Sardars call their cause influenced by the principles of Marxism and Leninism when
Baluchistan hasn’t even been able to evolve out of the primordial8 stage?

7

http://www.marxist.com/baluchistans-relentless-quest-for-freedom.htm
The primordial stage society before the Communist Revolution is going through Capitalism. Marx had studied
Indian Colonization in depth, and all of his studies called ‘Colonization’ and ‘Capitalism’ a necessary evil. Evil:
because it subjugate. Necessary: because only after undergoing the exploitation of ‘private property’ and being
marginalized economically can the people fight for a ‘property-free’ society.
8
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The Marxist claims can be refuted on two fronts. Firstly, communal politics and an ethnocentric9 narrative cannot become the basis for a Communist Revolution. But on a more basic
echelon, can there be Communism when there has been no Capitalism? The Sardars and the
sympathetic international community need to understand that Baloch rights need to be
safeguarded, as are those of any community or people that have been coerced, but the state
can come in the picture once it is allowed at least minimal interaction with the people.
Islamabad’s ‘colonial’ mindset cannot be spoken of before the local elite, the Sardars and the
Baloch armies all step aside and allow its policies to come into effect. Once the centre has
actually gotten the chance to marginalize and coerce, only then can we talk about ‘oppressive’
tactics.

Local Stakeholders:
One of the reasons that the state of affairs in Balochistan is so nebulous, to say the least, is the
multi-polar, multifaceted nature of interests at regional, national and international levels. With
a large assortment of stakeholders, representing their own interests, Balochistan itself gets
overshadowed in the grand scheme of things.
Baloch Nationalist Parties:
A marked rift with the Center forms the core of these parties’ ideology. The moderate ones
demand provincial autonomy and no military intervention in policy and security matters, while
other radical parties hope to integrate Baloch populated areas in Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan
into one contiguous independent unit called ‘Greater Balochistan’.

9

Baluchi struggle is ‘ethnic’ in nature. Sectarian violence has been on the forefront since the 1979 Iranian regime
and Saudi Wahabis began their proxy wars in the province.
http://www.zoneasia-pk.com/ZoneAsia-Pk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=7095:birth-ofsectarian-conflict-and-extremism-in-pakistan&catid=70:free-talk&Itemid=84
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Baloch Militant Organizations:
These organizations’ demands range from ethnic and sectarian rights to irredentism. Several of
them are banned outfits in different countries, owing to their violent means of pressing
demands, and are purported to be funded by international interest groups.
National Political Parties:
Political parties that form the federal government have more or less a similar stance on the
conflict in Balochistan. By expressing solidarity with the Baloch brothers, they take the
politically correct path and wash hands off all responsibility by upholding the status quo.
Intelligence Agencies:
These have recently come under much fire for being involved in the ‘missing persons’ case’. In a
geographically strategic frontier province like Balochistan, intelligence agencies play a major
advisory role, in how to handle problems, at the provincial and federal government levels as
well as the military. IB and ISI intelligence has played a major role in policy formation at the
federal and military level for a very long time.
Media:
Print and electronic media, in particular, has so far expressed sympathy and resentment on the
behalf of the Baloch people. By assuming the function of a mouth-piece for the down trodden
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and oppressed Balochis, they have for quite a while led a vitriolic campaign against the center,
military and intelligence agencies so far, but have remained vague over how much the
provincial government is to blame. The media unfortunately only seems to galvanize the
‘blame game’ between the centre and the province rather than indulging policy makers in
intelligent debate aimed at reconciliation: or at least better understanding of the situation.
Provincial government:
The desired role of the provincial elected governments is to bridge the gap between the federal
government and the people it represents. While remaining in office they assume no
responsibility for the disturbance of law and order by militant groups that freely operate, under
the banner of cessation. Balochistan’s MPAs need to remain loyal to the centre and be firm
about their demands within Pakistan’s constitutional framework if they want to remain in
office. If they feel secession is the only option they should instead quit the provincial assembly
and join the independence bandwagon.
However while in office, as extensions of the federal government, they must also share the
blame with the centre, army, and security forces. Flawed policies and lack of accountability
have left millions allocated for development unaccounted for. Transparency of utilization of
funds needs to be implemented.

Economic grievances and Security:
The resurgence of militant outfits in the early 2000s from the province is largely seen as a
reactionary response. The main grievance of the rebelling Sardars was the demand for more say
and ownership over the spillovers from the new round of development projects that were
taking place. Just how sincere their allusions to Baloch nationalism were is questionable.
Economic projects have been heavily influenced by either the federal government or the local
Sardars to suit their vested interests. For instance, development of the Gwadar Port is
underway for many years but no significant progress has been noticed. The federal
government was unable to transfer land possessed by the Pak Navy to the Singaporean
authorities in charge of developing the port10. The project has now been handed over to the
10

http://dawn.com/2012/08/29/singapore-allowed-to-quit-port-contract/
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Chinese. Last year, a dispute between the provincial government and Tethyan Copper Company
(TCC) created hurdles in the mining project at Reko Diq. The Iran-Pakistan Gas pipeline project
gained some momentum but US opposition to has made it very difficult to find a suitable
sponsor.

MAJOR MINERAL RESOURCES OF BALOCHISTAN11
MINERAL
Barite

RESERVES (in metric tonnes)
> 300,000

Building Stones
Chromite

Large deposits
200,000

QUALITY
Medium to high grade
Good quality
Low to medium grade

Coal

> 200,000,000

Lower grade (lig-A to bit-C)

Copper Ore (Saindak and Reko Diq)

>1,230,000,000

Low to medium grade

Dolomite

Large deposits

Good quality

Fluorite

Small deposits

Low to medium grade

Gold ( with Copper)
Gypsum
Iron Ore

(Dilband & Chagai)

>300 (M. ounces)

Low grade

>200,000,000

Medium to high grade

>275,000,000

Low to medium grade

It seems to be no coincidence that ever since Balochistan has proven to be an asset the security
situation has gone worse consistently. Social welfare is deplorable as local and international
stakeholders try to coerce competitors into securing a greater share of the pie. Since the 1970s
Balochistan has been the battleground for proxy wars between the Saudi Wahabis and Iranian
Shias to gain political influence under a pro Sunni government. Now Gwadar’s geographical
edge threatens Dubai’s monopoly as the only deep sea port in the region. Moreover it seems to
be no coincidence that Balochistan’s ‘human rights situation’ has gained international
importance since the IP project came in the picture.

11

http://www.buildasia.net/conferences2007/Mineral_Resources_of_Balochistan.pdf
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International reports while highlighting the Baloch people’s struggle for independence fail to
mention the minorities in the province that are being slaughtered to maintain the claim of
ethnic edge. The Hazara, a Shia minority in the province, have especially been targeted at the
hands of militants (or agencies, in the narrative of the freedom fighting militants).
In the month of September 9 Hazara pilgrims were gunned down on their way from Iran, adding
to the total of 91 Shias who have been targeted in incidents of sectarian violence. On14
September a new self proclaimed Baloch organization, United Baloch Army (UBA), killed 10
Pashtoon laborers.
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Quetta: Hazara remain one of the most persecuted minorities in Pakistan and Afghanistan. In recent years more
than 700 Hazara have lost their lives in sectarian/ethnic conflict.

12

Pakistan national Human development Report rated Dera Bugti as the least developed district
while Jhelum, located in Punjab, ranked the highest in human development index in Pakistan.
Residents find it difficult to access education and health facilities. The recent floods in
Balochistan have displaced 700,000 people exposing the premature disaster relief systems
available in the province. The prevailing insecurity and lawlessness has discouraged domestic
and foreign investment. Foreign companies whose personnel were kidnapped or murdered
have wrapped up operations, a further reduction in employment opportunities.

Nationalist Perspective:
From the Nationalist perspective the main issue in Balochistan is the Army’s influence in
matters. While many partaking in the Baloch Movement lean towards ‘more sovereignty if not
secession’ admit that the provincial government is corrupt, they are also of the opinion that
there corrupt government cannot be held responsible as all the main decision makers on the
district and provincial level are serving Generals and Majors serving under the civil government.
For them the FC, an extension of the army, is running parallel to the government, not under it.

12

See page 36 (Map 6) for complete statistics on Target Killings in Baluchistan.
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The façade of a ‘lack of control’ has created the perception that military high handedness
undermines the incompetent provincial government, aggravating the people’s situation further.
The past four and a half years, policy wise, have been fruitful and beneficial. The 18 th
Amendment and National Finance Commission award together give Baluchistan the resources
and constitutionally the control that they have been demanding. But for the Nationalist: what
use are the 18th amendment and the NFC Award when students and political workers are
kidnapped, tortured and killed? More importantly the issue: what must these people believe,
who are being told about lists of hundreds gone missing, kidnapped for their loyalty towards a
Baluch cause? Similarly on the Federal perspective, the military is adamant that foreign
involvement is the core issue, that 90% of the Balochistan issue is a by-product of foreign
intervention.
The result is inevitable, with a dearth of facts on both ends of the spectrum; people believe
what they want to. Is it foreign elements? If yes, then how many countries and what exactly is
each country’s involvement? Similarly why don’t the nationalists and army provide evidence for
their claims?
For decades the centre and the province have been playing the blame game.
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Recommendations:
Empowering the Baloch:
Is it over centralization of the state and decision making by non-representative institutions? Or
is it the slow poisoning by the Baloch political elite, and intervention by international
stakeholders to create instability? These are both possible explanations of this alienation. The
Baloch feel marginalized. Had there been more effective decentralization and representative
system at the provincial level, as in the case of India, the situation would have been significantly
different. Today the government has taken the right steps, under the 18 th amendment and NFC
Award to empower the Baloch people. But, to date there hasn’t been enough accountability by
the Centre to ensure that resources are used for necessary developmental projects in the
province.
Billions as additional revenue have been awarded to the legislators in Balochistan but it has not
helped reduce miseries of masses during the past four and a half years. Now, after the policy
concerns have been solved, the Baloch provincial government has started rumors of ‘lack of
control’, suggesting that these policies are futile if they aren’t given the free hand to make
decisions. 13
Increased revenue has only helped provincial government buy a new aircraft and escalate
unrestricted funds of lawmakers to Rs 300 million while rural poor still live in the middle ages.
The tribal chiefs who are mostly the legislators whether at national or provincial level have
always used all the funds on personal welfare while blaming centre, Army, FC and ISI for their
problems. The situation can only recover when benefits trickle down to reach the poor by
efficient resource management.
Recently the news of 26 countries’ involvement in the province spread like wild fire. According
to informed sources, at this point there are 26 countries whose intelligence agencies are

13

Budgetary outlay of the province has been doubled; it is getting Rs 12 billion annually as gas development

surcharge while revenue receipts are up by 95 percent.
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actively involved in the country. Among these India, Saudi Arabia, Iran, US and China have very
obvious strategic goals.
While Saudi Arabia and Iran have been actively involved for a greater share of regional
influence since Zia’s Islamization era, and the Khomeini Revolution in Iran, there is more than
the Shia Wahabi strife that both these countries would want to fund local ‘allies’ for. Gwadar
poses Dubai a direct threat as the shortest route to the Central Asian countries from the Middle
East. So enough instability to make development of an international level deep sea port will
prolong Dubai’s importance.
India comes in the picture with Pakistan’s strategic depth policy. With so much instability in
Balochistan, Pakistan poses less of a threat to India as our resources are being scattered to keep
trouble makers within borders under control. At the same time, with human rights violations,
forced kidnappings and bomb blasts by terrorist organizations that claim to be Pakistani in
origin, the post 9/11 decade has thrown our country in a dark pit. We are losing credibility on
the international front, and steep economic downturns, with escalating radicalization have
plagued most prospects of international help. All of these developments have damaged
Pakistan so far, then why is it so far-fetched to assume international involvement?
Fact remains that we need more reality and less rhetoric. Both sides need to expose facts. If the
Baloch Nationalists have ‘thousands missing’ then where is the list of missing persons? Once
they were asked to expose the names, only a fraction of the original number appeared on the
list. Similarly the government must expose news of active international involvement.
Transparency is not the solution, but it most definitely avoids a lot of confusion. Also, another
report claimed that most of the missing persons are either criminals or have fled the country
through the porous border. Again, if that is the case where is the harm in disclosing the
evidence to the courts, of not the media?
For the middle class and educated petty bourgeoisie who have joined the Baloch movement
after Akbar Bugti’s death in 2006, the question of how ‘tiny pockets’ of militants spread
throughout a large land mass, under a vague banner of ‘Baloch Rights and Freedom’ which
have been impinged upon by their own leaders must be questioned.
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The Army has played an extremely vital role in development in the province. The education and
health care services in the province to date is being provided by the army. When the Baloch
nationalists ask for less army presence, then are they suggesting they ‘take control’ and manage
the resources that the army has built in the province? With the army having stepped aside in
administrative roles as an institution, the civil government once again only seems to be looking
for reasons to justify its incompetence. If the army’s presence poses a threat because it raises
the bar for standard, then the Baloch people supporting the cause for freedom must know
better what lies in their best interests.
Securing borders and entrusting ownership:
This time it is advisable to maintain a simple approach of taking one step at a time. First of all,
we need to secure Balochistan’s border with Iran and Afghanistan is crucial. Reducing
international intervention will give the centre an opportunity to communicate exclusively with
the local population. Pakistan Army has been spread thin in protecting the borders with
Kashmir, India and Afghanistan, in addition to subduing internal insurgencies. But this shortfall
can be a great way to induct more Balochis into the army and give them charge of protecting
their own province.
Entrusting ownership of the province to the locals can break the mistrust between the centre
and the province. Once this trust has been built communication can be enhanced. At this stage,
it will be crucial to adopt transparent practices. Distribution of funds and the parameters of
power must be clearly defined to avoid mishaps and further delays in the development of the
province. It is unfortunate that in this tussle between the centre and provincial government,
the Baloch population has been left unattended and ignored by both. For effective governance
policies that nurture a direct relationship of trust between the federal government and the
lower end of the pyramid need to be implemented.
The bigger question, with Balochistan under the international spotlight is, reducing
international sympathy for miscreants. It is unfortunate that in today’s globally connected
world mainstream media can blow an issue out of proportion. It is true that Balochistan is
underdeveloped compared to the rest of the provinces, but international and local media are
bent upon making the centre and army take responsibility, while the Baloch Sardars and
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militants are portrayed as the good guys14. However the important question of where these
armed groups operating illegally, get there funding from is never asked? Why is that these
criminals, with international stakeholders holding their back and encouraging them, are getting
sympathy for pursuing a cause that has never existed?
The Central Government and Army need a strategy to change the views of the sympathizers. A
strong media strategy that steers away from the convenient international narrative (targeting
the government and army) needs to be acquired. Why are the opposition political parties
acquiring an apologetic attitude towards the Baloch brethren when now their demands have
been fulfilled by the current government and yet they have failed to perform?
The recent Supreme Court involvement in the missing person’s case is a positive development
that will add transparency to the province’s matters. The media should cover these
developments, and a stern policy of zero tolerance towards miscreants must be adopted. Talks
with self proclaimed freedom fighters on the payroll of some international agency need to be
taken into custody, and interrogated. The façade of disturbance being caused by the centre
needs to be tackled by practicing better accountability for the funds allotted to developmental
projects.
More reality, less rhetoric must be the foremost aim.

14

http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/aljazeeraworld/2012/01/2012121372863878.html
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MAPS:
Pakistan: Terrain

MAP 1: Balochistan’s rugged terrain, barren land and little potential for agriculture have played
a significant role in keeping this region in the waiting room of history. During the 12 th century
when the Baloch tribes came to the region most of their tribes continued their journey towards
Punjab and Sindh.
(Shar, Magassi, Magsi, Kulachi, Dadai, Chandio, Kaisarani, Jaskani, Gurchani, Shambani, Nutkani, Khoso,
Mahr, Gopang, Buladhi, Hasani, Lund, Karai, Mirrani, Parihar, Almani, Umrani, Gabol, Jakhrani, Rind,
Pitafi, Talpur, Jatoi, Buzdar, Mazari, Bijarani, Legharis, Zardari are all Baloch tribes settled in Sindh and
Punjab).
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Balochi tribes migration trends

MAP 2: For most Baloch tribes Balochistan itself was only a stepping stone towards greener,
more fertile planes of Punjab and Sindh. Today there are more Baloch settled in Punjab and
Sindh than in the province itself
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Pakistan: Population Density

MAP 3: Balochistan has the greatest land mass but the lowest population density15, owing
mainly to the terrain (in the MAP 1). In contrast Punjab has the highest population density. In
Pakistan population density has a high and positive correlation with land fertility.

15

2007 census.
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Pakistan: Literacy Rate

MAP 4: Balochistan has the lowest literacy rate out of all provinces. While the Baloch political
elite may like to blame the center’s policies for this backwardness, Pakistan inherited a
Balochistan that was lagging behind much further than it is today. The 18th Amendment and
NFC award, combined with better accountability of funds a positive trend should be observed.
The current scenario however ties development with land fertility and population as well.
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Balochistan: Gender-wise literacy rate

Map 5: Female literacy is a major indicator of human and societal development. While in Sibi
and Quetta women are at par with their male counterparts on the literacy front, this is not the
case for a majority of the province. In most districts of Balochistan the literacy rate of women is
approximately 0%.
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Balochistan: Target Killings

MAP 6: Target Killings have been on the forefront of Balochi news. The Shia minority in
Balochistan (Hazara) is the most frequently persecuted. Sectarian violence has affected not only
the ‘targets’ but also those who take up the responsibility of protecting them. Security
personnel who have been maligned by local politicians and so-called freedom fighters also
happen to be the most frequently targeted.
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Gwadar: Geostrategic Importance

MAP 7: Gwadar’s geostrategic location: Gwadar offers the shortest route through the Strait of
Hormuz to Iran and other landlocked lands like China. Hence it also poses a major threat to
Dubai which has monopolized this position. Thus Gwadar, with significant international
interests vested in it has become a political matter. Essentially the Balochi people are suffering
from the instability caused by international stakeholders.
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Balochistan: Mineral map

MAP 8: Balochistan’s mineral wealth, as discussed, has become the cause of strife between the
centre and the province.

